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Social Acceptance for Psychiatric Patients in Saudi
Society
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Abstract

This study examines the level of social acceptance
psychopaths encounter while living in Saudi Arabia by exploring the
perspectives of the family members of psychopaths. The study
determines to what extent the society members accept having a
relationship with a psychopath in terms of marriage, friendship,
neighborhood, and work. Furthermore, it determines whether there are
any significant differences in the society members’ perceptions about
psychopaths based on sex, age, social status, education level, or
monthly income. Based on these objectives and research questions,
the study employed a quantitative research design with a survey as
the sole data collection instrument, thus allowing for a larger sample
size. The researcher recruited a purposeful sample of 150 siblings of
psychopaths who had been treated in the Alamal Complex for Mental
Health in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. According to the results, the society
members showed relatively positive perspectives about psychopaths,
with an overall moderate degree (M = 3.31). The perceptions of the
psychopaths’ families related to the society members’ acceptance for
psychopaths in terms of marriage (M = 2.89), friendship (M = 2.80),
neighborhood (M = 2.93), and work (M = 2.95) was a moderate degree
“somewhat agree”. No significant differences were found in the society
members’ opinions based on psychopath’s sex, age, social status,
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education level, or monthly income. The study concludes with a
number of recommendations and suggestions for policymakers,
institutions, and individuals, aiming to dispel negative stereotypes
about psychopaths and increase their social acceptance in Saudi
Arabia so that they can live more fulfilling lives and contribute more

fully to society.
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